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/{ and show hin ^Oi^sbn).in a re- 
V alistic light, or.do:we m that time * 
; period, forget tw mistakes and 
get on with the larger story, 

; which is why Kennedy was killed. 
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: |and who did it?” Stone said thjs | 
M i in (a talk with TheTimes-Pic-^ 
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. \ Garrison as hisf^dramatic -yehir ^ 
• cle,” doesn’t hte .bpye an obliga- 



. : -js story around Gm*- 

J rison, then he should tell at least - i 
j some of the truth on both sides. Wi 
.{•• Maybe Stone can “forget- ^£-3 
< mistakes,” but people who Cpy^? 
; ered the 1969 trial cap’t^j^e;|pQ 
i testimony of a major witness, 

) Charles' Spiese l. Even Garrison, 

| in nis book, "On the Trail of the 
< Assassins,” describes Spiesel’s 
j statements as “genuine lunatic , 
■) testimony!” 4 . • 

{ V {Spiesel, an impressive-looking 
' man, testified that on a trip to 
| New Qtleans, he heard Shaw and 
f Dhyid ^errie, another figure in . 
•'the investigation, discussing the 
; possible assassination of 
| Kennedy at Lafitte’s Blacksmith 
i Shpp,. Wow!, reporters thought. 
j Dynmnite testimony, 
i But;Pn cross-examination, it 
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But the fact that tJarrisom 
• would be bo careless in his inves- 
7 s tigation as to put a nut on the 
stand was, enough to taint the 
Atrial. That and the fact that an- 
other prosecution witness, Ver- 
non Bundy, was f hooting up on 
heroin at the time h£ claims to 
have seen Shaw and Lee Harvey 
Oswald together on the lakefront 
BeawalMrtipsbook, Garrison ^ 
calls the Spiesel testimony. 44 tHe 
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* plex, the Kennedy family ipr the 
media — found Shaw not guilty. 

But Clav Shay ’s life was ru- 
ined andT ^e_dkd in 1974 of Jung 
cancer, a- broken man. ; £ ]. ; 
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important than the "other two 
movies, because he is going to be 
talking about whether we can 
trust our. government ^/find; out 



that the government early in the !: 
game didn’t really waht: tp iiidw M 
the trutfc iThe AVarreji^mihifc^ 
sion’s hasty investigation 'and life* 
conclusion that Oswald, was 
lone assassin arewideope.jL ^ 
question, almost beyond^bellef^ 
Garrispm^at^leastw 


j developed that Spiesel had a little 
i problem. He thought New York 
? police and others were hypnotiz- 
ing him, putting thoughts into 
^ his mind. And, yes, it was true 
{that he fingerprinted his own 
'daughter wheh she came home 
jfrom college. Just to make sure 
she was who she said she was. 
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terview the man. 


iham ike trutn. He may; have 
PTPld or a piece^of it^Sr |p erhaps 
he stumbled onto a separate Coh-, 
spiracy. If only that j^oinf is 
m ade, about G arrisphV'th PH > 
- there’s no reason to quarrel with 
the movie version. >^v* v ! 

But if Stone is going to make 
Garrison a hero and gloss over, 
the fact he may have put an 
innocent man on trial for the 
crime of the century with shoddy 
evidence or no evidence at all, 
then the rest of Stone’s movie is 
suspect; Interesting, ^^ybe; but 
not worthy pf the senopus intent’* 
Stone claims to have.2 f 1 

Like the movie about Blaze 
Starr, it may be fqn to see, but 
we can’t take it seriously. 
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